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Abstract

Perception of the Jogye Order towards the Syncretic Buddhism (tong
bulgyo, %) and Its Related Issues
- Focused on the Development of the Discourse of the Syncretic
Buddhism -

Kim, Sang-young
(Professor, Joongang Sangha Univ.)

The Jogye Order of Korean Buddhism is the representative order of
Korean Buddhism. Nonetheless, it faces a separation between its own
history and the present society. Such a separation is frequently displayed
as an identity crisis in the Buddhist practice and propagation activities. In
accordance with this current situation, it is claimed that the title of the
sect should be reformed. Furthermore, the identity crisis of the Joyge
Order of Koran Buddhism might bring out an identity crisis of Korean
Buddhism. If so, what are the characteristics of the Jogye Order and
Korean Buddhism? Also, what is the aim they have been pursuing? I
believe that the answer to this question should be founded in the history
of Korean Buddhism.

Choi Namrseon (1890-1957), placing emphasis on the teachings of
Wonhyo (Ol 617-686), advocated the so—called Syncretic Buddhism in
1930. The Tong bulgyo G0, which may be translated as “syncretic”
or “all-encompassing” Buddhism, had been known as one of the attributes
of Korean Buddhism for quite a while. It however has been greatly
criticized by Shim Jae-ryong as well as some western scholars on the
ground that the 7ong bulgyo was initiated by Japanese in the modemn
period of Japanese colonial era. Since the 1980s the modern discourse of
the 7Tong bulgyo was regularized and expanded to examine the
characteristic of Korean Buddhism. Notwithstanding the attempt, the



domestic scholars who involved in the discourse had insufficient
arguments in that they merely complemented and enlarged the viewpoint
of Choi Nam-seon, which is that the 7ong bulgyo is the characteristic of
Korean Buddhism.

Since the Jogye Order had lost its title in 1424, it was restored under
the title, the Jogye Order of Joseon Buddhism CilEflZcEi%55). Despite
the fact that the title has disappeared for more than 500 years, the
members who established the Jogye Order of Joseon Buddhism, argued
that they intended to succeed to the traditional heritage of the Jogye
Order in the history. Since then, it is necessary to evaluate the monastery
events happened in the 20th century including the establishment of the
Jogye Order of Korean Buddhism CA#fiZE7255%) from the succession
point of view.

The Jogye Order in Korea has a long history from the establishment of
the Nine Mountain Schools (Juliii["]) in the Unified Silla period, to the
continuation from the Chan school (ii##%) to the Jogye order school, to the
period without religious orders, and finally to the establishment of the
Jogye Order of Joseon Buddhism and the Jogye Order of Korean
Buddhism. The identity of the Jogye Order in Korea, therefore, should be
mvestigated throughout its own teaching, faith, and practice. In conclusion,
I point out that the usage of the term, the Zong bulgyo, is not
appropriate since not only is it an unidentified derived term from Japanese
Buddhist society, but it cannot also embrace the tradition and history of
the Jogye Order in Korea.
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